
Becky Houck 

           Picture Edition 

At the end of the year, it’s nice to 
look back and review the good 
times that we’ve had at Deer Lake.  
Thank you for the hundreds of 
photos that were submitted.                                                                           
                     
I hope you enjoy the four all-
photo pages inside. This old      
Polaroid to the  left was the oldest 
picture that was sent in.  
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            President’s Message     Skip Wells 
 

So here we are once again, with a beautiful Fall and some pre-Winter activity with snow at the lake.  Almost every boat 
has been removed, along with docks being set up for winter placement.  The October weather we got kind of kick start-
ed the process.  It was interesting to see the flurry of work be accomplished so as to avoid any problems later this year.  
On that note - the NOAA and the Almanac seem to have different opinions about our upcoming Winter weather. Guess 
we will have to just wait and see. 
 
As always, the change to Winter creates some beautiful views, including early ice reflections between the water and 
the surrounding hillsides.  Keep your cameras ready for those shots.  Lots of deer, some elk, and even a moose are 
starting to run around the neighborhoods.  Watch out for them on the roads especially early morning and when it gets 
dark.  They are starting to blend in and are harder to see. 
 
I trust all of you are starting your holiday plans.  Remember - the dinner rolls and deserts are just as important as the 
various other food stuffs that go on the tables.  Just sayin’.  Hopefully some of you folks can make it up to the lake over 
the holiday season to appreciate the Winter up here, as it can be amazing.  Bring extra socks and mittens for the little 
ones as things get a bit damp while out playing.  Be sure wherever you are, to have the appropriate favorite beverage 
and good food to go along with it during the holiday season. 
 
My shout out for this message goes out to Cheryl Schwartz.  She is better known as our Deer Lake Apparel Chair.  She is 
the one that picks out the Summer T shirt design, and works with the supplier to order and facilitate delivery of all Deer 
Lake clothing.  She keeps great inventory records and does her best to keep the prices affordable to all.  When you see 
the big water toys in the raffle at the Pancake Feed, yep, it’s Cheryl who digs to get the best buys for us.   Her latest 
activity was to organize, set up, and be the boss for the repainting of the Fire Station.  She also coordinated with       
Stevens County Fire District 1 to arrange for a new station sign, which is now in place, featuring our Deer Lake logo.  It’s 
pretty cool.   
Oh, and did I mention she is the person who set up the Deer Lake Next Door message system for the lake?  It has been 
a huge success.   
So when you see her at the various functions, or just out and about, please give her a big “Thank You,” as she certainly 
deserves it.  Turns out she was not a bad boss either.     La-Di-Da! 

Cabin has been in the family since the 1960’s 

         I’m so sorry…. 

That the last newsletter (Fall 2019) that you received in    
September had some weird things happen to it. 

It was a 12 page issue, but every article on three full pages 
had a gremlin attack after it went to the print shop.               

 For example, every time a word with the letters “t” and “i” 
were together, they got replaced with a “!“ instead.  The 
word “station” looked like “sta! on”.           What??!! 

Our printing company had never had this happen before, and 
weren’t really sure why it did this time.  I apologize, and will 
try my best to see that it doesn’t happen again.—Cheryl Ring 



           Garbage Gang!    Kindl Shaffer 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Roadside Cleanup in September. A good time 
was had by all, especially the garbage gangsters that hauled up the old refrigerator on the 
East side, and those who battled to get the blown-apart down comforter out of the ditch! It 
must have looked like Fight Club in the hen house, with feathers a flyin'!! 

 I believe our total weight would have come in under our last net 
weight of 670 lbs. if the refrigerator and wet down comforter hadn't 
bumped us up to 1,010 pounds.  

A special thanks to Scott, Christy, Amanda, and Kyle Overbust, as well as Neil Andersen,     
Jim Lombardi, and Bob and Cheryl Schwartz for muscling those items around. I'm sorry if I 
missed anyone’s name and you were there helping. 

We had many great helpers on the East side but, would like to recruit a few more on the 
West side. Ken and Cheryl Ring’s extended family accounted for the most people over there, 
along with a few others. We need to spread out the workload better next time. All in all, I 
think we did great and everyone enjoyed the BBQ at the freshened-up Fire Station afterwards. It is always nice to get 
together with our lake friends. We will hopefully have another Great Garbage Gathering in the spring. Thanks again 
for all your help on the day of, and also to those who participated ahead of time.   

Volunteers were:    Dave Greco, Dick and Kevin Schroeder, Mark and Mary Turney, George Craig, the Niemans,       
Jim Lombardi, Paul, Christy, and Benjamin Anderson, Scott, Christy, Amanda, and Kyle Overbust, Steve Jones, Ken 
Santora, Neil Andersen, Bob and Cheryl Schwartz, Ron Mckenzie, Mike Egan, Ken and Cheryl Ring, Jeff, Jessica, and 
Owen Magnusen , Claudine Muelken, Alex Stone and his dog, Romeo, and anyone else who participated in any way.  
We greatly appreciate you! 

            Fish Rearing Report                                   

    Ken Santora 

 

  

Owen, age 3, was 
the youngest 
helper.  He loved 
his pick-up tool! 

We received about 30,000 Rainbow Trout for the 

Deer Lake Resort fish-rearing pens. 

The Santora fish pen was already in great shape.  

We received 15,007 Brook Trout to raise through 

the winter.  Thank you, Bruce Christianson for help-

ing unload the fish, and Kevin, Dustin, and Eric 

Santora for helping to secure the net to the pen.    

I’d like to thank all the people 
that helped to upgrade the 
pens for use and those that 
helped to secure the nets to 
the pens.  

I am thrilled to announce that we now have 
three active fish-rearing pens on the lake!   

Deer Lake Resort, under the guidance of Dave 
McCombs, will have two pens at their resort.   

They have a perfect setup to house and secure 
the pens for a successful fish rearing year.   
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             Membership Report  Fall 2019   Ken Santora 

I’d like to start out with thanking everybody that is supporting DLPOA.  Since this is our last newsletter of the year, 
every newsletter should have a membership envelope included.  Your current DLPOA membership expires at the end 
of the year, and January is the time to renew (or join, if you haven’t already). 

I’d like to draw your attention to one thing you could do to make our job a lot easier.  Would be kind enough to fill 
out the whole form?  It would be very much appreciated.  The most important lines are your current address and 
your lake address.  This will allow Mike Egan and I to quickly process the membership dues and make sure that your 
funds get applied to the right account.  The second most important area to complete is the area where you mark 
things you would like to volunteer to help with:  Dock Demolition, Roadside Cleanup, Pancake Feed, or the Fourth of 
July celebrations.  This way we can include you in these activities.   

It was another incredible summer at the lake but it seemed too short!  Your DLPOA Board of Directors hope that you 
have had the opportunity to attend or view several of the activities we organized this year.  We would like to thank 
all those that volunteered for Roadside Cleanup, Fourth of July activities, fish rearing, road maintenance, painting the 
Fire Station, and all other work and activities associated with DLPOA.  In addition, we want to thank Cheryl Ring for 
putting together the ever popular DLPOA newsletter and calendar.   

Speaking for your Board of Directors, we would like to thank you again for your continued support 
of DLPOA.  Your membership is much appreciated.  If you are not a current member we would like 
to invite you into DLPOA even if you are a member of another lake association.  
Our basic membership is $20 which helps to publish our newsletter three times 
a year, and the yearly calendar.  Please contact Ken Santora on the new DLPOA 
website for membership information.              Current membership: 380 

 

    Flag Dedication Ceremony  

     Greg and Karen Presley 

Since their arrival 5 years ago, Ron and Nicki Coil 
have become a big part of the Deer Lake community 
and a outstanding supporters of DLPOA and our   
various activities around our beautiful lake.  

Noticing that their flag had begun to show some 
wear and tear, your Board members voted to       
purchase a new large flag for their flagpole. 

On August 30th, DLPOA, with the help of Boy Scout 
Troop 989, from Valley, WA, presented and dedicat-
ed the new flag to the Coils and  Pinelow.  We would 
like to thank everyone who attended this event; it 
made it very special. 

Only $20?  That’s 

so affordable! 

For several years now, as part of the Fourth of July celebration, our Fireworks display over the lake 
has been paid for from your generous “extra” donations.  The cost has not come out of the dues that 
we collect.  We would love to have that tradition continue, and there is an area where you can ear-
mark  money to go towards that event. 

Also, if the total of your monetary gift to DLPOA totals $100 or more (including $20 membership fee), 
then you will become a member of our BIG BUCK club.  It would be a “deer” thing to do, if you feel generous this 
year!  All contributions are tax deductible, too.                    Thank you for your consideration.   
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Finishing touch on our Deer Lake Fire   
 Station Makeover! 

 
This beautiful sign, from Fire District 1, is the 
perfect ending to DLPOA’s summer volunteer 
project.  They used DLPOA’s newsletter’s    
signature deer logo.  Thank you, it looks great! 

2020 Annual Pancake Feed            
Sunday, July 5th 
Save the Date! 
 

The location, once again, is at the beautiful lakeside Pinelow 

Park Dining Facility.   Mark your calendars now to save the date! 

    DLPOA Apparel News 

Thank you to everyone for 
supporting DLPOA Apparel. 

 Keep an eye out for our 2020 
Summer T-shirt design which 
we hope to introduce in the coming Spring.   

Nextdoor Deer Lake … Approaching 600 Members!     

     Bob and Cheryl Schwartz 

As 2019 wraps up, we are close to 600 members strong on our Deer 
Lake Nextdoor private community electronic bulletin board.   

It is free – no cost to sign up!  Nextdoor does not sell your name or email address to vendors and you will not receive 
spam or junk email from them.  

We are a restricted electronic bulletin board. You must own property within our Deer Lake boundaries to sign up. If you 
are a new homeowner at Deer Lake, or if you haven’t yet taken the opportunity to sign up, please join us.   

To join, go to www.nextdoor.com/join and use code ZKFPZF. We want to mention the sign up process includes a step 
that verifies your address (this is what keeps our site private). If you don’t receive your mail at the lake (like many of 
our members), we are happy to help with verification of your address. Contact us at rismt@hotmail.com.   
Thank you and have a wonderful and safe holiday season and winter.  

                                Water Quality Report 2019          Mike Phillips 

 On September 12th, several people from Deer Lake and Loon Lake went out on Deer Lake to collect data and some 
water samples to test the water quality. The last time this was done was 2014. The reason this is done is to track the 
water quality over time. This has been done several times over many years. We intend to continue to do this testing 

every five years. 

Jim and Dick Davies, from Loon Lake, came over to help us in 2014 and came again in 2019. They have 
equipment they use several times a year to track Loon Lake water quality. Their lake is in some distress, 
so they check regularly.  

Deer Lake is in great shape. We compare temperature, dissolved oxygen (which the fish need to survive), conductivi-
ty, PH, total nitrogen and total phosphorus. All these components can tell scientists about the health level of the lake. 

Phosphorus is the key to keeping the algae under control. The decrease of phosphorus in Deer Lake is due to the re-
moval of the cattle from the north end of the lake many years ago.  

Quoting a report on our data: “Deer Lake has remained stable in physical parameters and nutrient levels since the 
2014 study. It appears that all the improvements that DLPOA have made over the years are still keeping the lake at 
healthy levels.” This quote is from a report from: Tshimakain Creek Laboratories. They do the water testing. The oth-
er data comes from field measurements using equipment from Loon Lake.  

Many thanks to Dick and Jim Davies who volunteered their time and equipment. Nita Gregg, Mark Turney, and myself 
were the DLPOA part of the crew. 

? 
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It was a very rainy day this Fall for all involved in the  Deer 
Lake and Loon Lake Property Owners’ Associations’ Chip-
per Day program. The amount of rain probably was the 
reason for the low number of participants.  We had just 
28 loads.  The people bringing in the material were just as 
wet as the gang handling the gate and product removal, 
though! 
 
 We noticed, however, that loads are now getting larger.  
Trucks and trailers are coming in with full loads.  All our 
customers that day were most appreciative for us      
keeping this program going.    
So, yes, we are doing again in the Spring and next Fall.  
We won't have the dates until after the County adopts 
their 2020 budget.  They have been funding the loader 
operator and loader for the last two years and that has 
allowed both lake associations to provide funding for 
charities. 

 

The funds that we had in 
the DLPOA kitty, plus what 
was taken in this Spring and 
Fall, amounted to $727.00.  
Both lake Associations have 
previously determined that 
when funds are not needed 
for the operator they would go to  worthy local causes 
and charities.   
 
This year, Deer Lake’s  funds, as determined by a consen-
sus of homeowners at the annual DLPOA Meeting last 
August be split between the Salvation Army’s Camp 
Gifford (on the west side of the lake), for equipment, and 
the Loon Lake Food Bank.   
 
A big thank you goes out to Mark Turney, Greg Presley, 
and Karen Presley for helping out with the trailer and 
truck unloading process.  It makes a difference when help 
is available. 

       Dock Demolition is Back!!                              Phil Bray 

Once again DLPOA will be organizing a dock 
clean-up day on June 13th, 2020. If you, or 
someone you know, has an old dock that 
needs to be disposed of, this will be your 
chance to responsibly  remove it from the 
lake for a reasonable fee.  
 

Volunteers needed! If you like to destroy things this is your chance! Demolition 
will take place at the public boat launch. Lunch and refreshments will be        
provided for all participants. 

Over the years, DLPOA has removed hundreds of 
old docks from the lake. Tons of wood, 
styrofoam, rusty nails, old barrels and muskrat 
nests have been hauled away.  Much of it can be 
recycled.  
 
Please help us keep our beautiful lake pristine. 
Secure your dock well this winter, so you don’t 

accidentally become our      customer when your dock floats away to the tool-
ies, then needs to be towed, then torn apart, because the ice broke it up! 
 
       Call Phil Bray at (509) 995-1796 or email philjill@att.net to volunteer and or have your dock removed in June. 

Chipper Day Update          Skip Wells 

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is still in the Firewise community program.  They 
have received more funding, helping to reduce the potential of urban interface fires through 
thinning, pruning and or the removal of fuels that contribute to fire spread.   
 
Contact the DNR AT 509-684-7474.  Staff are available to survey your home/property and that 
of your neighbors to develop a process to reduce wildfire problems in your neighborhood. 
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Lonna Christiansen 

Pauline Shomette 

Mitcheal Carter 

Gretchen Rasley 

Dawnelle 
Miller       
Ferrell 

Jenn Campbell 

Debbie Greenman 

Brian Menzia 

JaneNSteve Carlander Grubb 

Ron Watson 

Angel Nicole 

Kelly Ort Lafferty 

Lyla Mills 

Lyla Mills 

Tom Cane 

Mike Phillips 

Laura Hyde 

Jim Long 

Ashley Lohner 

Laura Hyde 

Lonna Christiansen 

Karen Bull Anderson 
Ron Watson 
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Brian Dyck 

Karen Amsden Lynn 
Ashley Lohner 

Diana McGowan 

Renner 

Karen Bull Anderson 

Megan Delauder 

Rebecca Howard 

Cheryl Miller Wickline 

Tom & Marge Cusworth 

Patty Flanigan 

Jill Bray 

Kimberly McNees 

Mike Phillips 

Claudine Muelken 
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Brian Dyck 

Kelly Ort Lafferty 

Dave Wickline 

Becky Houck Sears 

Laurie Nilsson Garcia 

Andy Laura Vickers Teresa Leighton 

Buck Haney 

Megan Conger Anderson 

Anders Pedersen 

Wanda Morlan 

Mark Phillips 

Cheryl Henry 

Dane Hicks 

Theresa Ray 

Alex Stone 

Theresa Ray 

Mike Phillips 
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Kelly Ort Lafferty 

Ron Watson 

Charlotte Finnegan 
Betty Meulink 

Debbie Greenman 

Marilyn and Jim Lombardi 

Ron Stiteler 

Molly & Duke on their first boat ride 

Mike Phillips 

Barb Potter 

 Her dad, Casey Kassens, is 100 years young! 

Jeannette Ring 

Katie Cross 

Diving for drink limes Tamara Winfrey Grandpa casts the Barbie pole 

Bike ride around the lake 

Lily pad battle 

Neighborhood barbeque—NE Narrows 

Peanut, Hondo, and Spud 

Pam Horner Tom Cane 

Trapper’s family 
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       Southwood Shores Road Improvement Petition        Mike Larson 

The DLPOA Road Safety and Maintenance Committee is actively waiting on a response from Stevens County officials that requests 
the County to form a “Road Improvement District” that would chip seal and maintain this road permanently—preventing dust. 

The County has acknowledged the dust problem and when last heard from, is considering    
several components, such as: 

    - If   (they do it) - When   (they would do it)           - Cost   (to do it) 

There are 228 lots along the 2.18 miles of the unpaved portion of Southwood Shores Road.  The 
County has other important projects to consider also.  The answer to, “Where and when does our project fit in?”   Our patience is 
required. 

Early in 2020, directional information from Stevens County will be reported at the DLPOA meeting, written up in the Deer Lake 
Newsletter, and can also be found on the Nextdoor website.   

              Milfoil, 2019 Season         Mike Phillips 

The lake showed an increased amount of Eurasian milfoil this year. The areas that it showed up the most were:  

• areas that the intentional cutting of weeds around docks was noted 

• between the lily pads and the buoys at the north end of the Narrows. 

There was an also an increased amount of milfoil in the Narrows.  It has been observed that skiers and jet boats are 
going around the buoys there. This chopped up milfoil spreads fragments throughout the Narrows. 

 The Lake Management District had to spend extra money (not in the budget) to tackle the problem by vari-
ous means.  

Floating plant parts were observed in several areas of the lake. The people that are pulling or cutting plants 
around their docks without knowing how to identify Eurasian milfoil are unintentionally spreading this inva-
sive plant. A permit is required for any removal of plants in Deer Lake. 

If this trend continues, the LMD will have to increase the yearly budget. We do not know how much that may be at this 
time, as the amount we spend has increased some each year. Some of that is due to the increased cost of the chemical 
application, but most is the amount we have to use to cover those extra areas mentioned earlier.  

I may have some options to help with the removal around your docks. I will discuss those later in the spring newsletter 
after the details are put together. 

   Mirror, Mirror, now I can SEE        Ken Ring 

        What’s around the corner from me! 

Last summer, DLPOA installed 36” convex mirrors on three treacherous areas on North 
Deer Lake Road.  This “experiment” is being tried to see if the mirrors reduce the close 
calls on these curves, and to also gauge if this type of mirror will hold up to our winds, 
rain, and snow. 

So far, we have had very positive reviews from:  

• Sandy Ridler, school bus driver,  

• the Fed Ex driver,  Nate 

• Mail Lady,  Debbie Smith 

• Banner Fuel driver, Brian Boone 

We appreciate the guys that helped install these—Jerry Rasley, Ullie Marquardt, Ron McKenzie, and Jeff Magnuson.  

They all enjoyed adult beverages at my home as their payment. 
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         Tenth Anniversary of the Deer Lake Calendar   Ken Ring 

We are thankful to the 30+ advertisers that made it possible for us to give every property owner on Deer 

Lake a free calendar!  Please consider using these local businesses, because they want to do busi-

ness with you—that’s why they are supporting us!  Since there is no local phone book, we have included 
a phone list of the advertisers, as well as many other local numbers that you might need.  Thanks to Mary Turney, Pam 
Horner, Greg Presley, and Ken Santora for helping secure advertisers. 

Special Offer:  We have made 10 DLPOA calendars now, and the first person to bring in all ten in to the next Board 
Meeting will qualify to become the newest Board Member! 

We have been fortunate to 
have had a light wildfire sea-
son, and the annual smoke 
issue we usually have each 
summer was not missed by 
anyone!  
  

But, we have had  some inversions creating havoc this 
Fall.  Keep in mind that when those inversions are in 

place, outdoor burning is not allowed.  The Washing-
ton Dept. of Ecology is the department that is responsi-
ble for enforcing that process.  Seems that lots of people 
thought it was just for Spokane County.  That is not the 
case.  
 
 Fines for getting caught or being reported by others can 
range in the $1,000.00  area.  When an inversion hits, 
and you are affected by someone who is burning— do 
NOT call the Stevens County Sheriff Office or the Fire 
District. They are not responsible for the inversion burn 
bans. 

DLPOA Board is shutting down the “Trail Camera 
Purchasing Assistance” program.   
 
You may recall that the Board authorized up to 
splitting half the cost in purchasing of cameras for 
Deer Lake neighborhoods.  
 
 Over the last 2 years, only two neighborhoods 
have taken part in the   
program.  As a result, the 
Board has voted to close 
the program due to non-
participation.   
 
It is believed that home-
owners are installing their 
own systems, and we    
encourage that to continue.  Cameras have 
worked in identifying vehicles and or people   
causing problems. However, DLPOA will no longer 
be a partner in that community activity. 

We seem to be having a multitude of boater problems.  This year, there were several issues, including: 
  
  wake boarders and boats going in the wrong direction 
  Boat and jet ski drivers not having a spotter watching out for their skiers or wake 
 boarders  
 lots of boats getting way too close to fishing boats.   

 
The worst part is that the errant boaters are not outsiders from off the lake that are here for the day.  Ladies and 

gentlemen, it's our own people who have boats on the lake that are causing the problems!  
 

 We are asking that YOU, the local boat owners, check to see who from your own family, or visiting relatives, 

friends, or renters are creating the problem.   
 
Let's do a little self analyzing and make changes in boat operation patterns.  There have been way too many near 
misses out on the water.  If someone using your boat is causing a problem  - - fix it.  Thank you. 

Winter Emergency Services Report             Skip Wells                          11 



 DLPOA Committee/Project Assignments 2019-2020 
 

Fourth of July events: 

 Fireworks display and Dock Positioning:  Mike Egan, Marion Ballard, Bob Schwartz, Mike Wilson 

 Independence Day Parade:  Greg and Karen Presley, Sharon Crump 

 Boat Parade:  Andy Williams 

 Pancake Feed:  Bob Schwartz 

Dock Demolition:  Phil Bray 

Road Safety and Maintenance:  Mike Larson, George Craig 

Emergency Services includes Water Safety, Buoys, Crime Prevention: Skip Wells, Jerry Rasley, Kevin Schroeder,          

 Ron Watson, Buck Haney, Bob Schwartz, Mike Phillips 

Fire Danger Signs:  Neil Anderson 

Fisheries and Fish Pens:  Jim and Ken Santora, Kevin Santora, Dave McComb 

Website:  Tim Erlandsen, Pam Horner 

Data Base updating for membership:  Mike Egan, Ken Santora, Pam Horner, Barbara Holston McKenzie 

Membership:  Ken Santora, Greg Presley, Pam Horner, Barbara, Holston McKenzie 

Volunteer List:  Ken Santora 

Big Buck Club:  Greg Presley, Pam Horner, Ken Santora 

Road Side Cleanup:  Kindl Shaffer (West), Jerry Rasley (East) 

Reader Boards:  Mike Egan 

Banners:  Ron Watson (West), Jerry Rasley (East) 

Water Quality, Lake Levels:  Mike Phillips, Nita Gregg, Ken Santora 

Lake Management Steering Committee:  Mike Phillips, Kevin Schroeder, Ken Ring, Skip Wells, Nita Greg, Greg Presley, 
 Mike Egan, Mark Turney, Jerry Rasley 
Calendar:  Cheryl Ring (Set Up), Ken Ring (Ads) 
Deer Lake Apparel:  Cheryl Schwartz, 
DLPOA Newsletter:  Cheryl Ring 
Wood Cutting and Tree Maintenance Advisor:  Jerry Rasley 
By-Laws:  Bob Schwartz, Barb Holston McKenzie 
Deer Lake NextDoor:  Bob and Cheryl Schwartz 
DLPOA Facebook:  Cheryl Ring 
Historian:  Mike Phillips 
Meeting Coordinator at Fire Station:  Jerry Rasley, Mary Turney, Skip Wells 
Election Facilitator at Annual Meeting:  Vice President (Bob Schwartz) 
Hospitality:  Vice President (Bob Schwartz) 
Veteran’s Fishing Day:  Greg and Karen Presley, Marion Ballard, Mike Wilson 
Chipper Days:  Skip Wells, Jerry Rasley 
 

DLPOA OFFICERS and BOARD MEMBERS: 
Skip Wells, President   Bob Schwartz, Vice President 
Mike Egan, Treasurer   Nita Gregg, Secretary 
 
Ken Ring  John Gregerson  Ron Watson    
Jerry Rasley  Ken Santora  Greg Presley 
Neil Anderson  Pam Horner  Barbara Holston McKenzie  
Mark Turney  Kindl Shaffer  Phil Bray 
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